
 

 

CITY OF DEMOREST 
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May 1, 2018 

Regular Session Meeting Minutes 

 

ATTENDEES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

The May 1, 2018 Demorest City Council Meeting was held in the Demorest Municipal Building located at 

125 Ivy Street.  Councilwoman Wikle opened with the invocation and pledge to the flag. 

 

Mayor Austin called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. and introduced Aida Roberts, an intern from 

Piedmont College, who is currently working at the City of Demorest. 

 

AGENDA ITEM 1:  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Austin amended the printed agenda per the following: 

 Addition of the financial report 

 Addition of the Mt. Zion property surplus 

He then called for a motion to approve the agenda as amended.  A motion was made by Councilman 

Moore and seconded by Councilman Popham.  

 

ACTION:  The agenda was approved as amended (4-0) 

 

AGENDA ITEM 2:  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

Mayor Austin called for a motion to approve the minutes from the April 24 Work Session and Special 

Called Meeting.  Such a motion was made by Councilman Moore and seconded by Councilwoman Wikle.   

 

ACTION:  The Regular Session minutes from the April 24 Work Session and Special Called Meeting 

were approved as printed (4-0) 

 

AGENDA ITEM 3:  APPEARANCE & PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mayor Austin invited public comments.  There were none. 

 

AGENDA ITEM 4 :  FINANCIAL REPORT 

Ms. Shead briefly reviewed the financial report (see attachment). 
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AGENDA ITEM 5:  CONSIDERATION OF MT. ZION PROPERTY FOR SURPLUS 

Ms. Shead reported that no bids have been received on the Mt. Zion property.  Mr. Homans said that all 

legal requirements have been met.  Ms. Shead will reach out to owners of adjoining properties to see if 

there is any interest.   

 

AGENDA ITEM 6:  CONSIDERATION OF IGA FOR PUBLIC SAFETY RADIO SYSTEM 

Ms. Shead stated there are no changes to the agreement and it is simply an extension of the old 

agreement.  Mayor Austin called for a motion to approve the agreement.  Such a motion was made by 

Councilman Popham and seconded by Councilman Moore. 

 

ACTION:  The Intergovernmental Agreement for the public safety radio system was unanimously 

approved (4-0) 

 

AGENDA ITEM 7:  CONSIDERATION OF CO FOR BREAKING CHAINS MINISTRIES/FREEDOM HILL 

Mr. Homans will provide a temporary CO until the required hearing is held six months from now.  Mayor 

Austin called for a motion to authorize Ms. Shead to sign the temporary CO.  Such a motion was made 

by Councilwoman Wikle and seconded by Councilman Moore. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to authorize Ms. Shead to sign a temporary CO provided by Mr. Homans was 

unanimously approved (4-0).   

 

AGENDA ITEM 8:  CONSIDERATION OF IGA FOR INMATE HOUSING  

Ms. Shead stated there are no changes to the agreement which extends through the end of 2020.  

Mayor Austin called for a motion to approve the agreement.  Such a motion was made by Councilman 

Popham and seconded by Councilman Moore. 

 

ACTION:  The Intergovernmental Agreement for Inmate Housing was unanimously approved (4-0) 

 

AGENDA ITEM 9:  CONSIDERATION OF SDS ADOPTION 

Mayor Austin stated that meetings on the SDS have been ongoing since January, 2017.  All municipalities 

involved will be approving the agreement this month to meet the deadline of October, 2018.  Mayor 

Austin called for a motion authorizing the Mayor to sign the SDS adoption.  Councilman Moore made 

such a motion and was seconded by Councilman Popham. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to authorize Mayor Austin to sign the SDS agreement was unanimously 

approved (4-0) 

 

AGENDA ITEM 10:  CONSIDERATION OF MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Mayor Austin called for a motion to adjourn into Executive Session according to O.C.G.A. § 50-14-1 for 

the following purpose(s): 

 Discussion of negotiations to purchase, dispose of, or lease property. 

Such a motion was made by Councilman Moore and seconded by Councilman Popham. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to adjourn into Executive Session was unanimously approved (4-0) 

 

Regular Session was adjourned at 6:53 p.m. 



 

 

 

 

 

The meeting re-adjourned into Regular Session at 8:05 p.m. Mayor Austin addressed a suggestion that 

all Demorest City Council and Work Session meetings be moved from the 6:30 p.m. time to 6:00 p.m. 

Mr. Homans noted that proper advertisement would be needed for the change and if approved it may 

be June or July before the new meeting time could be observed.  Mayor Austin called for a motion 

changing all Demorest City Council meeting times from 6:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and one was made by 

Councilwoman Wikle and seconded by Councilman Moore. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to change all Demorest City Council meeting times from 6:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

was unanimously approved (4-0). 

 

Mayor Austin proceeded to call for motions and votes on matters discussed in Executive Session 

concerning the July 4th holiday event.  They were as follows: 

 

1 – Motion to authorize Ms. Shead to engage with Piedmont College for a lease for space for the July 4th 

musical event.  Such a motion was made by Councilman Moore and seconded by Councilman Popham. 

ACTION:  The motion to authorize Ms. Shead to engage with Piedmont College for a lease for 

space for the July 4th musical event was unanimously approved (4-0). 

2-  Motion to authorize Ms. Shead to engage with a temp agency for temporary workers as deemed 

necessary for the July 4th event.  Such a motion was made by Councilwoman Wikle and was seconded by 

Councilman Popham. 

ACTION:  The motion to authorize Ms. Shead to engage with a temp agency for temporary 

workers as deemed necessary for the July 4th event was unanimously approved (4-0). 

3 – Motion to authorize Ms. Shead to contract with Josh Turner or comparable act to perform along with 

John King for the July 4th event.  Such a motion was made by Councilman Moore and seconded by 

Councilman Popham. 

ACTION: The motion to authorize Ms. Shead to contract with Josh Turner or comparable act to 

perform along with John King for the July 4th event was unanimously approved (4-0) 

4 – Motion to authorize the Downtown Development Authority to enter into contracts for the July 4th 

event and amend the budget for this purpose.  Such a motion was made by Councilman Moore and 

seconded by Councilman Popham. 

ACTION:  The motion to authorize the Downtown Development Authority to enter into 

contracts for the July 4th event and amend the budget for this purpose was unanimously 

approved (4-0). 

 

Mayor Austin called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Councilman Popham made such a motion and 

was seconded by Councilman Moore and the motion was unanimously approved (4-0).  The meeting 

was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.   

 

_____________________________________ 

Rick Austin, Mayor of Demorest 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Kim Simonds, Interim City Clerk 


